
 

DECLARATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY PROMOTING THE RATIFICATION OF THE 
AFRICAN CHARTER ON DEMOCRACY, ELECTIONS AND GOVERNANCE,  

issued at the end of a civil society forum held in  
Pretoria on the 22nd and 23rd of February 2010 

We, representatives of civil society organizations in Africa, meeting in Pretoria, South Africa on the 22nd 
and 23rd of February 2010, to discuss and design strategies for mobilising broad based support among 
civil society organizations, state institutions, African political parties, regional economic communities 
and others, for the popularization, ratification and implementation of the African Charter on Democracy, 
Elections and Governance (hereinafter refer to as ‘The Charter’), adopted by the 8th Ordinary Session of 
the African Union (AU) Assembly, held in Addis Ababa on January 30, 2007. 

 
Conscious of the greater benefits that democratic and constitutional systems of government bring to 

society, particularly, peace, protection of human rights, and development. 

Desiring that the peoples of Africa are not denied these optimum benefits. 

Noting with deep concern the recent resurgence of different forms of unconstitutional change of 

government. 

Being convinced that: 

I. The spirit of the Charter is to promote and strengthen democratic principles and processes 

within member states; 

II. The Charter is a significant step towards the realization of democratic governance, human 

security and development for all citizens of the continent. 

Noting further that the Charter: 

I. Calls upon African governments and other state institutions to effectively practice the principles 

of credible elections, constitutional rule and democracy; 

II. Creates an opportunity for the promotion of responsive and participatory African citizenship 

through Freedom of Expression and Right to Information; 

III. Promotes gender equality and inclusion of marginalized groups  such as youth, ethnic minorities 

and persons with disabilities; 

IV. Enhances mechanisms for dialogue among African states and non-state actors for prevention 

management and peaceful resolution of conflicts; 



 

V. Upholds the supremacy of constitutional order and therefore condemns unconstitutional 

change of government, manipulation of the constitution, bad governance, all forms of impunity 

and corruption since these threaten peace, security  stability and development on the continent.  

Being dismayed at the slow progress at which member states are ratifying the Charter.  

Bearing in mind that only four countries, namely Mauritania, Ethiopia, Sierra Leone and Burkina-Faso, 

have ratified since its adoption in January 2007. 

Determined that concerted efforts should be put in place to ensure the accelerated ratification of the 

Charter for the benefits of the peoples of Africa.  

We hereby resolve that, 

We will commit ourselves to: 

VI. Promoting, educating and advocating the ratification and implementation of the Charter 

through raising awareness at all levels - community, national, sub-regional, and continental;  

VII. Pursuing effective collaboration among civil society and state institutions to ensure that the 

Charter comes into force by the end of December 2010, with the aim of achieving full 

ratification and implementation by 2015; 

VIII. Actively engaging parliament, political parties, relevant state institutions, the media and others 

to expedite the ratification process; 

IX. Closely monitoring and making public progress in the popularization, ratification and 

implementation of the Charter across the continent, and 

X. Calling upon all promoters of democracy, human rights and good governance in Africa to 

actively support the realization of this collective commitment. 

Finally, believing that the Charter constitutes a framework for our collective future, to live in peace, with 

dignity, justice, accountability and democratic governance in order to assure equitable and sustainable 

development. 

We hereby call on all Africans to join in this effort to realize the ideals and objectives of the Charter by 

urging their governments to ratify and to put it into application. 

23rd February 2010 

Signed by: 



 

 

Africa Democracy Forum  –  African Continent Ryota Jonen 

Associacon Ze Moniz  –  Cape Verde Carlos Silva 

BOCONGO  –  Botswana Onneetse Makhumalo 

Bunge la Mwananchi  –   Kenya George Nyongesa 

Burundi Leadership Training Program  –  Burundi Gilbert Manirabona 

Campaign for Good Governance  –  Sierra Leone Valnora A. C. Edwin 

Centre for Multiparty Democracy  –  Kenya Carey Onyango 

Centre for Multiparty Democracy  –  Malawi Anne Maganga 

CERDES  –  Mali Oumar Makalou 

Council for a Community of Democracies  –   Global Bob LaGamma 

EISA  –  South Africa Dr Khabele Matlosa 

ENCISS  –  Sierra Leone Samuel Philip Mokuwa 

Fondation Humanus  –  Cameroon Dieudonné Zognong 

FORSC  –  Burundi Raymond Kamenyero 

Forum Civil  –  Senegal Prof. Abdoulaye Dieye 

Forum for the Future  –  Namibia Samson Ndeikwila 

GIMPA  –  Ghana Prof. Kwame Frimpong 

Goree Institute  –   Senegal Breyten Breytenbach 

Idasa  –   South Africa Paul Graham 

Inovation Environment Development  (Africa)  –   Senegal Mamadou Amadou Diako 

Institute for Democratic Governance   –  Ghana Dr. Emmanuel Akwetey 

Institute for Education in Democracy  –  Kenya Jane Amiri 

Institute for Public Policy Research  –   Namibia Graham Hopwood 

Institute of Economic Affairs  –   Ghana Jean Mensa 



 

International Commission of Jurists  –   Kenya James Gondi 

International Foundation for Electoral Systems  –  Burundi Samia Mahgoub 

Media Institute of Southern Africa  –  Botswana Thapelo Ndlovu 

Namibia Institute for Democracy  –   Namibia Theunis Keulder 

NIMD  –  Africa Regional Programme Augustine Magolowondo 

Open Society Initiative East Africa  –   Kenya Ibrahima Kane 

PONG  Civil Society Platform  –  Cape Verde Mario Moniz 

Rwanda Civil Society Platform  –   Rwanda Eugene Rwibasira 

SADC-NGO  –  Botswana Bob Libert Muchabaiwa 

Society for Democratic Initiatives  –  Sierra Leone Emmanuel Saffa Abdulai 

SODNET  –  Kenya Prof. Edward Oyugi 

Women Jurists Association Of Cape Verde  –   Cape Verde Helena Ferreira 

 


